
2011 Season Kicks Off  

The Summit  Summary 
The Official Newsletter of the Summit Ownerõs Association  

Editor  

Doug Counts 

General Manager 

Sonny Stutts 
 

Gary Armstrong 

President 

Patricia Latham 

Vice President 

Jerry Jiles 

Treasurer 

Stacy Peery 

Secretary 

******************  
 

Gerald Reid 

 

David McNeilly 

 

Dennis Lockridge 

 

Steve Horton 

 

Richard Jacobs 

 

Spring 2011 

A brand new season is upon us and 

thankfully we now have the much 

needed opportunity to officially re-

tire the multitude of last seasonôs 

BP Deepwater Horizon misconcep-

tions that hit us all hard in the wal-

let.   The 2010 Presidential visit with 

family to our beaches with a mes-

sage to the rest of the U.S. of ñcome 

on down, the waterôs fineò  helped.  

So did the ample financial peace of-

ferings the Panama City Beach 

Tourist Development Council and 

Convention and Visitors Bureau re-

ceived from BP, which they used to 

aggressively promote our beaches to 

stem the tide of public perception.  

But the reality was that people 

stayed home.  If you can imagine 

how sick and tired you are about 

the mere mention of oil spill or BP, 

maybe those who chose to forgo 

their vacations last year are as sick 

and tired of hearing it too.  Thereôs 

something to be said about human 

nature:  people wonôt deny them-

selves a good time forever and ever.  

No bad economy or threat of a tar 

ball will stave off their desires to 

come relax and enjoy two years run-

ning.  Letôs hope not anyway.  The 

one thing that has not changed is 

our beautiful beaches and our beau-

tiful Gulf. So let the season begin 

and look forward to better days.  

                                               -Editor  
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Spring Break is Here 

An expected lackluster first week 
of Spring Break February 26 thru 
March 5 gets better the following 
week March 5 thru March 12 but 
unlike years past there are rooms 
still available and yet to be booked.  
A check of bookings for the up-
coming week March 5 check-in 
showed 40 available rooms. In an 
effort to give the Front Office the 
best possible opportunity to book 
available roomsl the Rental Depart-
ment has established extended 
business hours for Spring Break.  

                                  (cont. next page) 
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Spring Break cont... 

Summit Front Office Welcomes New Employees 

We would like to welcome Cami Mock, Robin Vines, Rhonda Winkle, and Ericca Mock to the Summit.   

On the upside, week March 12 thru 
March 19 is SOLD OUT and will be a 
week more like weõre accustomed to 
here at the Summit for Spring Break.  
Yet another 30+ plus rooms are still 
open for March 19 thru March 26.  Itõs 
anybodyõs guess why there has been 
such a decline in advanced bookings 
this year for our area overall.  And it 
will be even more interesting to see if 
there really is any drive-by market for 
Spring Breakers shopping for lodging, 
given the common notion that all 
Spring Breakers book before they leave 
home.  The only way to truly gauge the 
demand for Breakers who window 
shop will soon play out before our eyes 
as we hoof it to book our rooms.  One 
thing is certain:  the college kids are 
coming and we just may be surprised at 
our ability to capture our share of busi-
ness to fill our units. An earlier than 
normal spring after a brutal winter up 
north may be just the catalyst.  We will 
soon see.    

...òIn an effort to give the Front Office the 
best possible opportunity to book available 
rooms, the Rental Department has estab-
lished extended business hours for Spring 
Break.ó. ...  



Spring Break cont... 

Volume 2  Issue 1 

No SOA Subsidy for Beach Promotions Company 
Brite Promotions, a newly formed division of Brite Media Group who in January acquired the assets of 
the AMP agency (formally owned by Alloy Media and Marketing) had recently submitted a request to 
the SOA to help defray what is said to be unanticipated extra costs they would experience this year to 
provide on the beach security and portable bathrooms necessary to satisfy new local permitting require-
ments for their event.  It was proposed that the SOA help pay a portion of their extra expense, which 
added up to a cost to them upwards of $30,000.  The SOA has formally declined the cost-sharing proposal 
and Brite Promotions in fact will absorb the extra costs associated with providing the services.   Contract 
talks are still open for Spring Break 2012.  This year Brite will provide 6 Bay County Sheriffs Department 
deputies from the hours of 11:00am to 4:00pm while their event is underway.  The Summit will provide 
space on our beach boardwalk for the required 10 portable bathrooms, outside of our gate coming from 
the pool deck, and their hired deputies will assist with crowd control on that portion of our boardwalk 
occupied by the portables.  Brite began stowing their merchandising and promotional items in our 
Snowbird room and storage building on the west end of the property Feb. 27.  
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The Summit for the first time has entered into an agreement 
with Sunshine Shuttle & Limousine of Santa Rosa Beach to 
provide exclusive on-site transportation and shuttle service 
to area venues as well as to and from the airport for Spring 
Breakers.  With a large and varied-capacity fleet of vehicles, 
the company can meet or exceed demand for Breakers com-
ing and going from the Summit.  Service will begin most 
likely with 15-passenger vans and the plan going in is to have 
them available on our property on the left as you leave the 
canopy,  from 4:00pm to 2:00am.  The service is a value-added 
benefit to our visitors, as well as a means to reduce the num-
ber of taxis and limos coming in and out of our front gate.  In 
working out the agreement, Sunshine Shuttle is eager to help 
us with restricting access onto our property to arm-banded 
registered guests only.  An added plus, Breakers needing to 
return to the airport to fly home can arrange for their shuttle 
for their flight home at the time of their check in.   

For more visit their website:  www.sunshineshuttle.com 
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Onð Site Businesses Reopen for Season 

Newly remodeled, the Summit 
Gift Shop boasts a fresh look 
with new tile counters and 
floors, a fresh coat of paint, as 
well as improved sight-lines 
looking in and out of our on-site 
store.  Renovated by our own 
employees, the many upgrades 
were accomplished at a signifi-
cant savings over outsourcing 
the labor to make it happen.  A 
new line of Summit-specific 
items are now available such as 
polo shirts, T-shirts, baseball 
caps, and visors.  A new line of 
healthy snack food items have 
been added as well.  If you have 
not had a chance to visit the new 
Gift Shop you should take the 
time to do it.  Our guests are sure 
to appreciate itõs new look.   

Rita Griffin and Reggie Moore officially open the 
newly remodeled Gift Shop. Good work guys! 

Old friends and good times are 
here again as the Tiki Bar returns 
all of itõs courteous staff for an-
other year of hanging out and 
watching the sun bake.  A new 
island style curb appeal comes 
with new, colorful beach bar 
chairs for their patrons to rest 
their legs while they belly up to 
the bar for a cold one.  Guests and 
owners alike make the Summit 
Tiki Bar a stopping off or hanging 
out point and this year holds 
promise  to be financially robust.  
Come by and enjoy their daily 
shot and drink specials.  And of 
course visit during Happy Hours 
daily from 1 to 3pm and 6 to 8pm. 
Go hang out and see old friends.  
And donõt forget to tip your bar-
tenders, they work hard for you.   

òWork hard, play hard.ó  Pick up 
a menu at Bikini Bobõs and youõll 
not only find good food and 
great prices, but a little info 
about owner Bob Cabe and his 
philosophy about providing 
value to those who work hard 
and want to get the most out of 
their vacation.  Bob opened Bi-
kini Bobõs Bar and Grill in 2005 
with the idea of  treating his cus-
tomers the way he would like to 
be treated.  After traveling with 
family over the years for some 
fun in the sun after long work 
weeks in Georgia, over-priced, 
mediocre food just didnõt cut it.  
To him, enjoying a vacation 
starts with value, not how much 
money you spend. Your formula 
is working Bob. Welcome back 
for another year of fun. 

Tiki Bar mainstay J.P. Burwell readies the Tiki Bar 
to welcome in his 2011 guests.  Welcome back J.P. 

Jason Blackstock (left) and Anthony Fuhrman at 
the ready to serve up good food and good times 

Gift Shop  Tiki Bar  

Hours (Spring Break) 

Daily  8:00am to 11:00pm 

Hours 

Daily 11:00am to 2:00am 

Hours 

Daily 10:00am to 10:00pm 
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Building/Grounds Improvements 
After battling night after night of damp weather the final coating 
and directional lines and signage have been completed on the 
surface of the front portico (canopy) drive through.  The visual 
enhancement to the property came to be just in time for the start 
of the season, and congrats go to the Grounds department for 
pulling it off against delay after delay.  Also,  the new retention 
pond fence has been erected and will prove both aesthetically 
and functionally sound.  A box style design was used to reduce 
wind damage and to assure itõs stability.  Much effort was ex-
pended in the repair and re-painting of the west property wall 
facing Spinnaker restaurant.  Many holes and cracks had to be 
repaired prior to painting but we are in good shape for years to 
come and the view of the Summit from this popular venue is 
much, much improved.  Again, cudos for our Grounds crew.  


